January 2012 

Winter Maintenance

The gritting season commenced on 20 October 2011 and will finish on 1 April 2012.  During this period, the gritting department operates 24/7.

There are several climate domains in Oldham Borough, each one represented by three road weather stations.  The stations stream images and data every twenty minutes to the Met Office to produce area specific forecasts.  The duty manager monitors the forecast and decides what action is required to ensure the gritting fleet receives adequate warning to mobilise their vehicles.

The Authority is obliged under the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 and the Highways Act 1980 to keep primary routes free from ice and snow where it is reasonably practical to do so.  Primary routes are “the most heavily trafficked carriageways.”  Clearance is necessary “to ensure the limited resources are used to benefit the maximum number of highways users as possible.”
Oldham has 856 kilometres of adopted highway, of which 280 kilometres are designated primary gritting routes broken down into seven primary routes and twelve secondary routes.  
Gritting footways in the town and district centres occurs when secondary routes are clear.  This is the recovery plan, which attempts to keep front line sections working together.  It involves Street Scene and Highways whose task is to ‘hand salt’ and clear the district centres.  Clearing snow from cemeteries and the refuse route is a priority.
Twenty-six staff are fully trained to use gritting equipment.  This comprises of 11 machines with heavy duty ploughs (3 four wheel drive gritters, 4 two wheel drive gritters, 2 small four wheel drive gritters and 1 six wheeled gritter).  The vehicles are equipped with GPS tracking systems to record speed, vehicle position and gritting information.  In addition, the Highways Service subcontracts work to selected companies to clear snowdrifts and ensure people in the least accessible places are not left isolated.  The equipment available for this task comprise 2 tractor mounted snow blowers, 1 dedicated snow blower, 1 extendable mounted snow blower and 2 small gritters, which are used when and if required.
The Council gritting service works on a hierarchy system.  Gritting primary routes is priority followed by secondary routes.  Other carriageways are dealt with on request by ringing the Highways’ Snow Line, on 0161 770 4421 or 4423.  Requests are put on to a rota and dealt as time and resources permit.

OMBC has approximately 647 grit boxes.  A points system defined by various criteria allocates a grit box to its location.  Refilling the boxes occurs regularly throughout the winter period.  It takes approximately four days to fill all the Borough’s grit bins.  There is provision for working farms to obtain salt as a self-help option at the start of the winter season to allow them to salt the lanes as required.   For more information, follow this link http://www.oldham.gov.uk/transport_streets_1/grit_bins.htm
During the previous harsh winter seasons, the Government issued directives to ensure a higher resilience salt level.  As a result, OMBC’s salt stock level increased from 3500t to 6000t.  In addition, the new depot in Saddleworth provides additional salt storage and reduces the number of return journeys to Oldham to refill the vehicles, which means more time available to clear the roads.












